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SUMMARY

This paper makes a plea for concentrating on religion in peace education even though it is rather unusual to concentrate on religion, since it is often thought to exacerbate and complicate conflicts rather than to contribute to their solution. 

"Living in the Holy Land: Respecting Differences" is an inter-religious peace education project that started in 1999 and was jointly carried out by the Center for Educational Technology (CET) in Tel Aviv and AEI in Bethlehem for upper and high school students. The project has been designed to promote understanding between Israelis and Palestinians by exposing pupils to each other's religions, viz. Judaism, Christianity or Islam. The educational materials of the project curriculum consist of three sections: 1) Characteristics of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, 2) A society of justice and compassion in the three religions, and 3) Religious meanings of the land.

The materials were prepared with the cooperation of a group of Jewish, Christian and Moslem scholars and teachers. The curricular and extra-curricular activities include: teacher/ student training sessions, educational fieldtrips, joint celebrations of religious feasts and holidays, a Bethlehem Summer School of Communication, and curriculum development.
Since the beginning of the second Intifada, the project has been carried out along separate Palestinian and Israeli tracks.

